Music 244: Request for GEC Approval

Music 244 is a study of selective genres and styles of music originating primarily in the African-American experience. 

Music 244 and the specific GEC category:

The objectives of Music 244, given on the syllabus, meet the goals and learning objectives of Category 5, Section B, Part 2 of the General Education Curriculum (Arts and Humanities, Analysis of Texts and Works of Art, Visual/Performing Arts):

· In studying selective genres and styles of African-American music, in placing these genres and styles in historical and cultural context, and in developing an understanding of the manner of performance and circumstances of performance, both past and present, students acquire tools for evaluating these musical works and traditions; they acquire critical listening skills; and they experience these pieces of music aesthetically and historically. 

· In completing the writing assignments for Music 244 (and the performance assignment for those who choose that option), students further develop their abilities in critical thinking, listening, reading, and writing; and they grow as enlightened observers (and in some cases as active participants) in the musical arts; they also learn to describe and interpret achievement in African-American music, and to explain how these types of music express social and cultural issues.

Music 244 and the GEC Model Curriculum:

These experiences in critical reading, listening, thinking, and writing; this practice in making informed aesthetic judgments; and this appreciation of historical and cultural traditions, all help the student “to move into society with an understanding of its traditions and past, of its accomplishments and aspirations, … of its diversity and plurality, of its problems and needs” (quoted from http://artsandsciences.osu.edu/currofc/resources/ascmodelcurriculum.cfm, downloaded March 8, 2007). Music 244 provides a basis for lifelong learning and lifelong appreciation of the music originating in the African-American experience. 

Assessment Plan for Music 244:

Assessment of whether students are meeting the goals and objectives of this category in the GEC occurs in embedded questions in quizzes and exams, in students’ manner of handling the written assignments, and in the discussion that takes place in the weekly recitation section (led by the TA under the guidance of the professor). 

